A SHORT NARRATIVE | 


Lieutenant General EDMESTON 's Conduct, 


Dung the firſt four Years of the Rebellion i in AMERICA, 5 


| > was made Prifonct by the Rebels i in Nor: ch ee 5 on che 28th of! Mar, 
17 76 when on leave of abſence from Grenada, at my Farm, in the province of New York, for having ſuccourcd 
and aſſiſted the Friends of Government in chat quarter; from whence, I was ſent to Albany, where they forgot to 
bind me by parole; from which ciicumſtance, I could have eaſily effected my eſcape to Canada, or to the Britiſh | 


| Troops at New York, to cither of which, it would have been my intereſt to have gone, and by acting with te 


army in my profeſſional line, I ſhould have avoided many riſques and imminent dangers, which I was there d. aily 
_ expoſed to. But, the Loyaliſts who were a very conſiderable and reſpectable body at Albany, and in that neigh- 
bourhood; (many of whom I viſited daily in the jails, where they were confined,) told me I muſt not leave them, 


for they wanted the alfiſtance of experienced Officers, as they were determined to erect the King' 5 Standard there, 


and only waited for Sir Guy Carleton croſſing Lake George, or Sir William Howe opening a paſſage through 

the Highlands, obſtructed by ſome Forts which the Rebels had erected there; and that as ſoon as either of theſe 
| events ſhould take place, they would put me at the head of a conſiderable body of men; flattered by this proſpect, . 

and ſecing the diſtreſs they were in, I could not think of leaving them, and from that time, until I went into 

New York, in February 1777, I made every exertion that could in any degree favour the Royal Cauſe, by ſup- 
porting and encouraging the Loyaliſts on every emergency, and by printing and circulating papers and preclama- 
tions, which latter made the whole of the Militia deſcrt from Lake George, in the month of October, (When Sir = 
Guy Carlton defeated General Arnold) and return home to their families. Vide Certificate No. | #9 : 


In F cbruary, 17775 1 was permitted to go into New York, with "IO to ſend out an Officer of equal Wa . 


exchange, and was inſtructed to tranſact buſineſs with Lord and General Sir William Howe, ſimilar to that on 

which the unfortunate Major Andre periſhed ; I was directed to ſend out a confidential perſon into the rebel country 

to ſettle the arrangements; but knowing J had a character of duplicity to deal with, I therefore, fearful any agent 

I ſhould ſend out, might be deceived and overreached by the party, with whom I was tranſacting the moſt momen- 
tous affairs; and which were, to uſe Sir William Howe's words in his letter to Lord Dorcheſter, of che utmoſt 
conſequence to the Northern Army advancing to Albany; (vide No. II. 0 much was I devoted to the ſervice of 
my King and Country, that in ordcr to enſure ſucceſs, I ventured out again to Albany, at the peril and hazard of 
my life, not only from the ſuſpicions and active vigilance of the Rebels, (vide No. III.) but alſo from an ill ſtate 
of health, which would have made cloſe confinement in a 2 equally fatal; (vide No. IV. ) beſides which, there 


Wer S 


3 


were then ae in Albany jail, three Printers threatened with the W for having printed = circulated 
by my appointment, ſuch papers as are mentioned in No. I, III, and V, together with other clouds hanging over. 
my head ready to burſt, viz, Andries Huyck, vide, Peter Van Schaack's No. III. But before I was permitted to 
go into New York, I was told, I could not be ſuffered to go through, or even near their poſt at Peck's Kill, about 
ſixty miles from New Vork; and they ſent me by a road remote from that poſt, which excited in my mind a proba- 
dility of ſtriking a blow againſt them in that quarter; and when returning back into the rebel: country in March, 1 
| took meaſures accordingly, and by a well formed plan, we deſtroyed that poſt, where there were about five hundred 
| thouſand pounds worth of ſtores, depoſited for the uſe of Waſhington's army, diſtant at that time, about thirty miles, 
all of which was executed without any loſs on our ſide; (vide Lieut. General Sherriff's certificate, No. VI & VII 
but here my danger became very conſiderable, for the Convention then ſitting at Euſopus, who were much chagrined . 


at their loſs, ordered me to be ſent from Albany, and inveſtigated my conduct ſo thoroughly, that they ſent for all he 
 Innkeeper's on the raad where I had ſtopped, as alſo for Waggoners who had driven me for many miles, and interro- _ 
__ gated them upon oath reſpecting 1 my conduct; they alſo e a Committee of three of the ableſt of the Con- : 
vention, to whom I was handed over for examination; which they did artfully, ſeperately, and at a diſtance of time, 


from about ten to twelve days interval, aſking ſuch queſtions ; as they thought moſt likely.to make the diſcovery of 5 
-: my guilt, However moſt providentially for me, Colonel Beverley Robinſon, who lived within ſix miles of the 
above poſt of Peck's Kill, had made his eſcape a few days before into New York, where he raiſed a Provincial Regi- 


ment f for the King' 8 ſervice, this fortunate event, I conceive, faved my life, by Gyiding | their ſuſpicion, d oub ul . - 
which of us to aſcribe their diſaſter, - 


Finding no o poſitive proof coninſt me, WED tend n me to „ Philadelphia, recommending it to the S to ex- 
amine me afreſh, and if they could make no diſcoveries againſt me, they adviſed I ſhould be ſent to the back-ſettle- 


ments of n and be there kept a priſoner during the es, for they Judged: me to be a dangerous 885 (vide : 
"Now III and VIII. | 2 


1 had been gone bur a few FR from the 88 at Euſopus, when a diſcovery was PR by 2 n ” 
ö that a Reviment was raiſing i in my name, in the neighbouhood of Albany, which produced a an order for confining 
me in a priſon ſhip, vide Commiffary Cuyler' 8 certificate, No. IV. _ 


4 travellod about five Indeed: miles before I got my moſt material buſineſs done, turing all which time 1 was „ 
expoſed to many hardſhips and inſults; and was from their ſuſpicions, long detained a priſoner, by which I loſt the - 
emoluments of the Regiment raiſed for me in the neighbourhood: of Albany. and put on the eſtabliſhment by the. 


late General Burgoyne, in Auguſt, 1777. Here I cannot help obſerving, that had my zeal been leſs, and I more 


indifferent as to events, I ſhould have conſulted my own perſonal advantage, as well as eaſe and ſafety, and pur- 
ſued that which unqueſtionably was moſt my own intereſt, by acquieſcing to all that the different parties concerned 
had required of me, merely to have ſent out a tr 'uſty agent; in which caſe the affair of Peck's Kill would not have ; 
been executed, nor would the other buſineſs, if it had been effected, been done in the poſitive terms for which 1 
55 ſtipulated, and which was done to the full extent of my direction from Sir William Howe ; (vide No. 151 but on 
the contrary, I ſhould have enjoy ed the emoluments of a Regiment for ſix years to the end of the war. 


_ ö 1 could enumerate many other circumſtances equally ſtrong as the aboy e, but chat 1 conceive would be enter⸗ 
| 2: 10 too much into detail. | 


CR. 


ED 


CERTIFICATE No. 1. | 


I; JAMES ROBERTSON, late of New York, Printer, 40 make Oath, "hat F- 
was employed by Colonel Tina at Albany, in 1776, to print the Declaration of the Commiſſioners, Lord 
and General Howe; and that, after delivering the Colonel a number of copys of ſaid declaration, they were diſperſed 
do the people at large, and that the deſertion and diſaffection which immediately took place among the Militia, 
OT was imputed to the promiſes held forth in ſaid declaration : that I was ſent for and examined by the Commit- 
tee, and threatened with cloſe confinement, if I would not diſcover who had furniſhed the copy, and anſwer ſucks 


interrogatories, upon Oath, as they ſhould ſtate, and repreſented the miſchief theſe declarations had done. I then 


Tn requeſted time to conſult with my brother, who could better aſcertain the number printed; by which means I gained 
time to conſult with Colonel Edmeſton, who adviſcd me to fly to New York, and furniſhed 1 me with a ee 1 
tory note to Captain Me Kenzie, Secretary to General Howe. I further make Oath, that I went to Colonel Ed- 
meſton, when in New York, ſome time in February or March, 1777, previous to his leaving that city, to go to 
Albany, and requeſted him to apply to the Commiſſioners to interpoſe their good offices to ſave the lives of my brother 5 
Alexander Robertſon. and two ſervants, William Lewis and Patrick Kelly, who were then confined in Albany, 


and threatened with the gallows, for having (by appointment of Colonel Edemeſton) printed and circulated many 1 


Hundred copies of the Proclamation of the Commiſſioners; and that the Colonel afterwards told me,“ That he 5 
e had repreſented the ſituation of my brother and two ſervants to Lord Howe, General Howe being then i in New + 
 « Jerſey; and that his Lordſhip very judiciouſly and wiſely conſidered, that his interference would rather hurt than 


« render any ſervice to the priſoners,” We were therefore obliged to leave them to their fate, whatever might be 
the event II alſo make Oath, that my brother, after being exchanged 1 in December following, told me, that Cob 
Edmeſton, on his return to o Albany, had r run a riſk 1 in Org? {ome money to him for his ſupport. 


| | JAMES ROBERTSON. 
Sworn at Guild-hall, Lad the Fourteenth 


— e in the Year F209 before . 
5 | Jenn Harr. 


| | Petra or v WILLIAM HOWE”: kae, dated New 1, Aro 5th, 1777, t Sir Guy CARLETON, : 


| Moos EDMESTON, 61 the 48th regiment, having been Jong Jeiginnd. 3 
: priſoner at Albany, has at laſt obtained leave to come here to negociate his exchange; I have thought fit to ſend | 
him back to Albany, to tell Schuyler, that if he will permit him to go to Canada, I will return a M. ajor in ex- 
| change : he has information of too delicate a nature to commit to paper, and of the utmoſt conſequence to the 


northern armies advancing to Albany, which, 1 truſt, he will find means of communicating, even though he thould 
be refuſed leave to got to Canada! in perſons: | | 


8 No. III. 
81 R/. 8 
en : am extremely ready to do you the juſtice of bearing ima: to the facts I enu- 

| merated yeſterday ; 5 and particularly I remember your being apprehende d in January, 1777, at Albany, by order of 
| | the 


50 


43 


the Committee; and I ſaw you in cuſtody of a party of men, headed by a Colonel in the continental ſervice, who 
| had ſeized your papers, although the moſt material of them very ſtrangely, and for you, very fortunately eſcaped, 
| being concealed between the bedſtead and bedding. This was the 7th of January, which I am enabled to aſcertain 
from the circumſtance of my being before the Committee on the ſame day, in purſuance of the order of which 1 

have given you a copy; and | underſtand that there was a like order for ſending you to Boſton at the fame time. f 

I have very frequently heard, and indeed it was a matter of notoriety among the Loyaliſts, that there were many 
| thouſand copies of Lord and General Howe's proclamations diſperſed through the country, Which, wich many other 
papers in favor of the Royal Cauſe, were printed at Albany, at a preſs which was employed by you, and was under 
- FO immediate Wee, and for which the printers were afterwards impriſoned many monchs i in the public gail, . 


Wich reſpect to Andries Huy ck, who was tried for treaſonable practices, and though he eſcaped with his life 
yet ſuffered a pecuniary fine; I remember to have hea · d that the evidence againſt him aroſe from a diſcovery of ſome _ 
| Intercourſe he had with you; and I very well know that you was conſidered by the leading men at Albany as a very | 
dangerous man, and I believe they were puzzled what to do with you ; for while it was the opinion of ſome of them 
do permit you to go into the King's lines, as being enabled there to do them leſs injury than while you was at Al- 
b any others were, I believe, of * different opinion; and 1 remember to have heard General Gates, in the fall 1776, 


obſerve, that it would be extremely wrong to ſufter a a man of your knowledge of the TOON. was at the fame time 5 
| a military man. 10 80 within the enemy' 8 lines, EO 


I could enumerate other circumſtances wading to "ah 23 points 1 as s above, and proving your exertions in 1 138 
vor of Government—your narrow eſcapes, notwithſtanding the vigilance of your enemics, and the dangerous light ” 
oO nien * 2 91 a ;—but you muſt be convinced that theſe are delicate — 85 


5 am, very reſpeAfully, . 
| Your obedien ſervant, 


; Lee! PETER VAN SCHAACK. 
| Lond, Fu IN, 1787. „ 


Iuxur. Cor. Tobis ron. 


No. IV. 


F may . chat the ſubſcriber, on ks OT a bias 6 at 8 in 
; the province of New York, was very credibly informed by perſons of veracity, tha. an order had arrived a few days = 
after Licuteu: ant Colonel Edmeſton had left that place, (where he had b-en ſome time a priſoner. confined io his 
room) for the cloſe confinement of him on board the priſon ſhip, on ſuſpicion of his being very dangerous, and 
T1 immediately acting againſt the Americans) which very diſ igreeable confinement on board a moſt nauſeous priſon | 
ſhip, ſo crowded that there was not room for all to lay down, ſwarming wich vermin, and every other diſagreeable- 
neſs, he avoided by having left the town a few days before the order arrived. This 1 cerufy to be a Juſt and krus 5 
| Rae of what was told me. _ As witncſs my hand, in New Lork, this gta day of December, 1 781. 


| [5igned] | 1 5 
N HENRY CUYLER, 
| Reduced Commiſjary of Stores. 


No. V. 


ET] 


No. V. 


1. do hereby certify, that I remember! to 12506 ſeen Colonel Van Schrack, Conmuniing ee 


| Officer of the A at Albany, together with four committee men of the ſaid place, come io m J ficher's houſe 


Fi ſome time in January, in the year 1777, and ſcarch the lodging room of Colonel Ed: neſton, for papers, and that 
they carried the ſaid Colonel Edmeſton before the Committee then ſitting at the City Hall, and I furcher declare, : 


YT that there were at the ſame time, in ſaid room, lay ing between the bedſtead and bedding, ſeveral hundred copies * 


Sh Lord and General Howe” s Proclamations, and many other papers, which Colonel Edmeſton had print · d at a pr. fs. 


3 ” he employed at Albany, in ſupport of the Royal Cauſe; all of which, moſt providentially for the Colonel, were 1 


overlooked by the ſearchers, and immediately on their leaving the houſe, I carried off the ſ. id Preclimatior, 85 Kc. 
to a place of ſafety, and they were afterwards circulated by order of Colonel Edineſton, previous to his return from 


New Vork, for which the printer Alexander Robinlon Was 5 impriſoned many e on | Julpicion ef his is having 85 
2 printed and circulated — EN a 


[rigned} J)) Ce 
85 OO RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. | 
| Sworn before me at Ma this 2705 * JJ... dn To 
= FI in the year of our Lord 17%. . 
In EIT of „ „„ | [5igned] - | 5 
„deen Ml 1 „„ „„ 
ArEXAND BA Kenevy, „ Lieutenant Colonel to the King 5, Or 87% Reginent, ” 


OY the upper 225 and e, Sc. 
No. vi. ; 
. are to > en chat Lieutenant Colonel William 1 of His Ma- 


i jeſty' 8 forty eighth Regiment, came to me in New York, ſome time in F 'ebruary or March, 1777, and told me, that 1 
he was going out into the Rebe! Country, on particular buſineſs, by deſire of the Commiſſioners Lord and General 


55 Sir William Howe, and deſired I would furniſh him with a convenient conveyance out of the britiſh lines 3 requeſting Th Z 


at the ſame time, I would ſend with him, a perſon I could per fectly confide in, and in whom confidence might be put; ; - 
that in compliance with his requeſt, Iaccordingly ſent with him a perſon of the above deſcripton, who was a Captain 
of waggoners; and that the ſaid perſon, after his return, came to me immediately, telling me that Lieutenant Col. 
_ Edmeſton, had carried him as far as the rebel poſt at Peck's Kill, ſhewn him every thing there with his remarks - 
_ thereupon, and that he had expreſs orders from Licutenant Col. Edmeſton, at his return, to wait immediately on 
General Agnew, and upon myſelf, to inform us from him, to acquaint Sir William Howe, that if five or fix hun- 
dudred men were immediately ſent up by water, that they might with ſafety deſtroy the whole depot of ſtores collected 
there, to a very conſiderable amount, for the uſe of Waſhington's army; and in conſequence of the above informa- 


tion, a de:achment of five hundred men were immediately ſent out under the command of Lieutenant Culonel Bird, 


of the 15th Regiment, and Captain F erguſon of the Brune F rigate, who deſtoy ed the v. hole of the abor e ſtores, 

wichout any loſs on the tide of the King 8 Troops. 

WILLIAM SHERRIF F. 
A. D. 17. Gene ral. 


No. VII. 


(6. 


No. vn. d 
knn March 12, 1782 - 
Dear Colonel, 


"Aer TER Fels the incloſed, I do not fee how any thing i in 1 my power to add, 


: | wi in the leaf FOOTY Beg che what is already expreſſed ; the facts of the deſtruction of Waſhington's ſtores, N 
do a very conſiderable amount, at Peck's Kill, and our having accompliſhed it without any loſs, being ſo very no- 
7 torious upon record, as not to require, I ſhould conceive, any further certificate; which otherwiſe, from having been 


on that ſervice, (as ſecond i in command Ll the Tate Colonel Bird) I mould very , ps in the e . 
'berims in * ny | . 1 8 : 


| Being dear Sir, e 
Tour very obedient humble Servant, 
HENRY HOPE, 


FE nas ol rr os — | Liextenant W 4” Rigs 
ur. Cot, Epmgesron. - 


| No. vu. „„ 7 
1 cenie New ber ae 8, 118. 


"I, have the pleaſure to 8 you, 85 my arrival 8 1 A. alas journey, . 


0 from Philadelphiz.—T ak alſo acquaint you, that the letter you gave me in charge to Colonel Hooper, the e 
American Commiſſary of Priſoners, I ſent into Waſhington” s camp, with all the others I brought from Philadelphia, 
| for examination; and upon my arrival at Eaſtown, I found your letter was the only one ſtopt by Waſhington, Which 


on 3» good deal ſurprized me, as I did not recollect any thing i in particular i in the letter, more than your thanks to . | 
8 2 for his ee to the briim E under his care: 


poſible Ws can account b the  Roppags of vou 


4 am, | 
Sir, „ | 
= ' Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 
| [5igned] JONA CLARKE, 
VVT | | dnnn to fe Convention en drm. 
Tur. Cot. EDMESTON. 5 
| | — 
| No. . Ss 
| Grin of Sir WILLIAM HOWE, K. B. 
8 Jul 1245, 1782. 


8 1 certify; that 1 Colonel . of the 75th regiment, voluntarily of-- 


; far, al did 8⁰ out of New York, to Albany. as mentioned in my letter of the 5th of April, 1777, to Sir Guy: 
. Carleton, which was laid before the Houſe of Commons: that he was then in an ill ſtate of heal hid not ſtipu- 
late for any reward nor has he had any from me, or from any other quarter that I know of, for the above good ſer- 


vices, which he rendered entirely to my ſalisfaction, and the benefit of his Majeſty's ſervice. 
| [51gned] 


W. HOWE. 
No. X. 


8 
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a No. X. 


o GEORGE GERMAIN's 2 f himſelf, for * laid the Extra! of GEN. HOWE', 


Hen, 9 Ferant. 


SIR, Pal DT | Jah 31, . 


1. am much concerned to find, by a len of y yours, « lated „ane 55 Sow Philadelphia, : 


| that you have been expoſed to any inconvenience in conſequence of an extract from a letter of Genera] How e to Ge- bs 


neral 3 dated, New York, April 5. FT 775 WY been n hid WN Parliament, in which your name was 5 
5 mentioned, - | | 5 | 


You TY 1 am a ee! upon reconſidering the matter, FE me the juſtice to believe; that I, who have not the . 


honour of being known to you, could have no motive of ſo i injurious a nature, as thoſe which you have imputed to 

| me, for having laid that particular extract before the Houſe of Commons. Ihe part 1 had to take in that buſineſs _ 

| was merely ofſicial, in obedience to the orders of the King, i in purſuance of an addreſs to His Majeſty, from =_ 
| Houſe, So far were miniſters from being wanton in bringing forward papers, which might do prejudice to particular 
- perſons. that they did i in their places, withſtand, and take the ſenſe of the Houſe upon dive ers papers, which were moved 

- for, merely upon the ground, of the probablity, of their being detrimental to individuals; nor can it it be the intereſt, or 

0 inclination of : any Secretary of ſtate, to expoſe to hardſhips particular perſons of merit, = 


Had this extract been part of a private letter to me, I ſhould have been under no blication to hou produced 


A; but whatever is written in public diſpatches, and entered among the papers of the office, whoever preſides in that 
office, muſt obey the orders he receives from the Crown, to lay them before Parliament. In the preſent inſtance, 
however, 1 did not ſee the paragraph you mention, as affecting your credit in any degree; but, on the contrary, that 
the General had truſted you with intelligence of importance concerning the progreſs of the northern army: It ſtruck 
no body on this ſide of the water, as caſting the leaſt reflection on you, and I am ſorry you ſee it in ſo di ferent a point 
of view; for I can aſſure you, that nothing could be more contrary to the inclinations of thoſe Miniſters who ſerve 
His Majeſty, than t to anjures in any ne, an Officer of your: merit and Jong ſervice. — 


1 am, ir, 
Wich great truth, 1 5 
| Your obedient humble Servant, 


— GEORGE GERMAN, 


x 


: i. am ready and ain 7 ifn nece 7 to > make oath, that 1 3 the - Rebel 1G FOR 


Knox TE publicly © in Phila !clphia, that if Lieutenant Colonel Edmeſton had not got out of their hands, before 
that letter of Sir William Howe's to Sir Guy Carleton, which was laid before the Houſe of Commons, came imo 


their hands, that they ſhould have treated the ſaid Lieutenant Colonel as a Spy, and hung him accord. ngly, as from 


| the tenor of the avove Katt, they deemed Hembelyes juſtified in ſo doing, or words to that effect. 


1 

8 - CHARLES HURST. 
London, © - 
Fuly 4th, 1781. 


4 


No. XII. 


[41 


No. XII. | | CE „„ 
8 Ss e | TO FEW 1% 1783. 


I. am very ready and willing | to do you the juſtice of bearing teflimony of what I 
know relative to you, concerning the letter of Sir William Howe 10 Sir Guy Carleton, that was laid before the 


| Houſe of Commons, dated April 5th, 1777, and in which there was mention made of your name Il well remem- : 
ber that it was the opinion of the General Officers of Mr. Waſhington” s army, that the letter was prcof ſufficient = 
to have condemned you as a Spy, and I make not the leaſt doubt that you would have been execute d as I had 


you been! in the 88 of Mr. geen when Re: 1 Was s publiſhed. | 
1: am, 
2, Sir, | | 8 
Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 0 
been „3 
5555 mm ** aller Carol . 8 | 
1 h "No. XIII. | | 5 
55 JJ fo a wo "Pal Mall kanns, 1782, 


45; have * whatever depended upon me with the Th: to have: your Bae pro- 
perly conſidered ; ; nd; as I am now going out of office, I will again recommend your caſe to their conſideration, in 
the ſtrongeſt manner I am able. It was very unneceſlary to ſend me the incloſed certificates, as I was very ſenſible 
of the juſtice of your claims, and the ſervices you had done the King in America. All the Officers of the Saff are 

recommended by the Commander in Chief, if not appointed by him; ſo that it has never been in my power” to allſt 
you, by procuring for you my 6 of the employments you mention in your letter. 


1 am, 

= = 5 

Wich great bad” 

Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 


| GEORGE GERMAIN. 


„ or : „ =, 7 | . Pal Mol, March 29, 1782, 


5 3 am very 3 that your I, upon 88 has met t with ſo little faced 
When I was in office, I uſel my belt endeavours to have your merit properly conſidered : 


if I could not ſucceed 
chen, my application would not be more attended to at preſent : but i: deed Lord North cannot now afliſt you ; for 
I underſtand he quits his office this morning. If ever my bearing teſtimony to your ſervices and ſufferings, can be 


of the leaſt uſe, you may freely command me; for 1 ſhou'd be happy if I could be the means of your recciving 
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compenſation for the lofs you ſuffered by the publiſhing of hat letter from my late 1 in obedience to the order 


3 of the Houſe of Commons. I ſhould ſtill hope that your letter 0 ir Oe Sour may ons had ſome 800 4 effd | 
= before the " TTY; cloſed mar VEE yeſterday. — 
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Sir, 5 


With great „ 


,  FAGSrER * 
„ 


Your faichful humble Servant, 


SACKVILLE. 


No. XV. 


- =o el . 1 yeſterday weird the 33 of your letter of che 21ſt of this month, _ I am 5 


bony to find. that fo little attention has been ſhewn to the claims you have upon Government. I ſhill be happy : 
in ſtating your caſe to Lord North, whenever your ſhall think it proper for your incereſt that 1 ſhould do it. . 
had rather converſe with him upon the ſubject, than to write to him, as I think 1 could explain ſeveral points 10 him 
in converſation better than I could ſtate them upon paper. I ſee no impropriety in you aſking an audience of His 
+ Majeſty, and laying i in writing the whole ſtate of your caſe before him : the King always inclines to do juſtice 0 


Officers of ſervice and of merit; and if he ſhould think proper to refer your memorial to Lord Nor th, or to any 
other of the Miniſters, it muſt then meet with immediate attention, 


1 return you Sir William Howe $ and Mr. Arnold's notes, as they may : be of uſe to you, and can be of none 
| to me, as I was equally perſuaded « of the facts before they were confirmed vel ſuch good e 


1 ſincerely wiſh you the ſucceſs you are eſo juſtly entitled to. 


. am, 
. sir, 
With great « Truth, 
Tour obedient humble Servant, 
£ 5 SACKVILLE. : 
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